Leonardi da Vinci


Leonardi da Vinci is one of our most famous artist.  Almost everyone is familiar with at least one of his paintings.


He was born ouside a billage near Florence in central Italy. Leonardi was born to a peasent women named Caterina.  His mother and father never married and he was raised by his fathers family. His father was named Ser Piero da Vinci.


Leonardi became an assitant to Andrea del Verrocchio, he allowed Leonardi to help him paint “The Baptism of Chirst” in 1472.  By the age of twenty one Leonardi was a very skilled painter, so skilled that Verrocchio was inpressed with his work and was almost jealous of his talents.  Leonardi painted the kneeling angel  in The Baptism of Christ painting.  The angel was said to show so much emotion, he also painted parts of the back ground which proved that he had developed his sense of aerial perspective.  Leonardi had a very graceful way about his paintings, no hard lines.  He set the stage for the High Renaissance style.  This style of painting did not catch on for at least another 25 years.


This was just the beginning of Leonardi da Vinci’s amazing carreer.

His paintings are known all over the world.  Starting with the Baptism of Christ.  Everyone is familar with the Mona Lisa and not to mention The Last Supper.


Leonardi was not only a artist but he was very interested in science.  He study anatomy, astronomy, botany, geology, geometry and optics.  Leonardi often found himself designing or inventing some type of machine.  He was considered by many a human genius.


The Mona Lisa was a portrait of a young wife of a rich Florentine silk merchant, his name Francesco del Giocondo.  This painting shows a young women seated.  He choose to use a pyramid design to place the women simply and calmly in the space.  The light he used was soft to define the underlying spheres and circles which also includes her famous smile.  Behind, the back ground shows a landscape which Leonardi was one of the first to get that geological time is revealed in rock layers.  In this painting he used water color, paint  and paint brushes.


The elements that this painting has would be classed space, color. line, shape and form.  The principles are unity, variety, emphasis and proportion.


He wanted to capture the softness of Madonna Lisa (My Lady, Lisa).

He was able to do so with his knowledge of light and texture.


This was one of his many sucesses. The Mona Lisa is known around the world to almost everyone.  He is one of the few artist that was able to accomplish so many master pieces.  He was able to do what he loved and made a  good living doing so.
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He was a PAINTER, SCULPTURE, MACHINIST, BOTANIST and GEOLOGIST. 
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